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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1866 Excerpt: .by great chemical activity. It is not possible to assign to Chemistry any
definite birth-year, but so many remarkable discoveries were made in 17 74 that we may, with good reason,
date the foundation of modern chemical science from that period. It would be quite foreign to the object we
have in view to give here any detailed account of the state of the science at the period referred to. We may
mention, however, a few of the most important discoveries which made the year 1774 noted in the annals of
Chemistry. The eminent Swedish chemist, Scheele, first isolated chlorine, calling it, in accordance with the
accepted theories of the day, dephlogisticated muriatic acid. He also recognized baryta as a peculiar earth, and
it henceforth took a place among the elementary substances. Scheele also published iu this same year his
masterly essay on Manganese. Lavoisier was engaged in an investigation of the cause of the increase in weight
of tin when calcined in close vessels--a research which led him to subsequent discoveries of immense
importance. Wiegleb proved alkalies to be true natural constituents of plants. Cadet described an improved
method of preparing sulphuric ether. Bergman showed the presence of carbonic acid in lead white. On the 27th
of September in this year Comus reduced the calces of the six metals by means of the electric spark, before an
astonished and delighted audience of savants. On the first of August, 1774, Priestley discovered oxygen, the
immediate results...
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