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indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 Excerpt: .an enjoyable way. For example, when you have genteel comedy (which,
when well done, is generally as good acting as you can get) most of the players are wholly taken up with
making a fine personal impression on the audience. Harry Vavasour and Lord Fitz-Clarence Percy, in glistening
hats and rouged cheeks, are torever ogling, and wriggling, and ha-haing, and jauntily hitting the dust out of
their tight trowser-legs with their canes, while they talk. All the ladies are exclusively devoted to managing their
trails, and flirting their fans, and showing their headdresses at new angles, parroting their parts, meanwhile,
mechanically, and saying | am astounded! precisely as if it were It s going to rain. Even the old gentlemen rely
mainly for effect on taking snuff, which they do in every rSle, with unhealthy frequency, and as soon as possible
after entering. What enormous snuffers are those plethoric, trotting, stick-shaking old fathers, who every night
cut off young scapegrace with a shilling, and every night relent with a blessing! Tragedy, as usually acted, is
infinitely more annoying than comedy, be cause there is commonly only one star, or rocket, and all the rest are
sticks. Of these sticks the worst is the leading actor s horrible double--that second-best actor who imitates him,
plays Richmond to his Richard, lago to his Othello, out-Herods him, bellows louder, and strikes more fire in the
fencing, that he may share the applause of the groundlings, as he always does....
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