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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: . . . professional stage. SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN AN AMERICAN CITY: A Summary of the
Findings of the Springfield Survey. By Shelby M. Harrison (N. U. Class of 1906). Director, Department of Surveys
and Exhibits, Russell Sage Foundation. Published by the Foundation, 1920; pp. xii, 395 Appx. , 111., 2. 50. AfR.
HARRISONS own part as promoter and director of the Springfield Survey is all too modestly set forth in this
account of its results. This Survey is a landmark in the development of the technique of social investigation for
purposes of social control and improvement, of which the first milestone was set by the Pittsburgh Survey, in
which this alumnus also had a share. In all but two of its sections, those in charge of the Springfield
investigations were national leaders in their respective fields, who were thus made available to this fortunate
city largely because it possessed a group of interested citizens and co-operating agencies which offered the
opportunity for a valuable demonstration to two hundred other cities of its general rank. Outstanding Features
The outstanding features of the Springfield Survey are, it seems to the reviewer, (1) the prompt publication of
the reports of each section in separate, handy form, and (2) the policy of concurrent and follow-up publicity. By
contrast with the tardy and ineffective use of the material in many other investigations, these policies indicate a
real achievement. The plan of separate handbooks on each topic makes the facts more accessible to special...
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