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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: . ON THE MNEMIC ORIGIN AND NATURE OF THE AFFECTIVE
TENDENCIES | If we study the behaviour of the different organisms from the unicellular to man, we see that a
whole series of their acts, and especially the most important, may be interpreted as the manifestation of a
tendency of the organism to persist in or to return to its stationary physiological state--to use an epithet from
Ostwald s energetics. In other words, if we reserve the name of affective for that special category of organic
tendencies which are subjectively manifested in man in the form of desires, appetites, or needs, and which
objectively in man and the animals are translated into nonmechanized movements, completed or nascent, then
a whole series of the principal affective tendencies thus defined may be reduced to the single fundamental
tendency of the organism to maintain its physiological invariability. We see, for instance, that the most
fundamental affective tendency of all, that of hunger, is in the long run nothing but the tendency to maintain or
to reestablish the internal nutritive environment in the qualitative and quantitative conditions which enable the
stationary metabolic state to continue. This tendency of the organism towards the invariability of its own
metabolism has in the course of phyletic evolution become a tendency to pass through all those transitory
physiological states that can re-establish the requisite conditions of the internal environment, i.e. a tendency to
perform all the acts which have food as their...
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