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State as isolated and unpopular as England then was. In view
of the designs of the German colonial party (see Vol. Il.,

[ S Chapter VI.) and the pressure of the Irish problem, the
\ . Gladstone Cabinet was surely justified in refusing to undertake

any new responsibilities, except on the most urgent need. Vital
interests were at stake in too many places to warrant a policy
of Quixotic adventure up the Nile. Nevertheless, it is regrettable
that Ministers took upon 1 Egypt, p. 119. the Sudan problem a
position that was logically sound but futile in the sphere of
action. Gordon s mission, according to Earl Granville, was a
peaceful one, and he inquired anxiously what progress had
been made in the withdrawal of the Egyptian garrisons and
civilians. This question he put, even in the teeth of Gordon s
positive statement in a telegram of March 8th:...
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wont really feel monotony at at any moment of your time (that's what catalogues are for concerning when you ask
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