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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****We fear not to say, the best English story the year 1891 has seen, with the
possible exception of one or two tales from the pen of Mr. Thomas Hardy - is as Northern in feeling as it is in
subject. This little work is Elsket, and a man who has read it will forget a good many other things before
memory relinquishes the sad and noble figure of the daughter of Olaf of the Mountain, descendant of the
Vikings, who was deserted by her false English lover. Doubtless every Anglo-American has Norse blood in his
veins, - Olaf held that the Saxons had been boatmen to his ancestors, - and all of Mr. Page s shows itself in this
little masterpiece. Not only is Elsket herself a memorable person, but her father, Cnut the avenging lover, and
Harold the Fair-Haired, who won poor Elsket s heart, are sufficiently well drawn; and the tale as a whole is told
with a clearness and singleness that are remarkable. In nothing is this better shown than in the series of pictures
that remain with the reader. The brief introduction of the American coming to the Norwegian town, his long
and perilous trip over the mountain with Olaf, and the sight of Elsket coming to meet them, - these are the first
impressions. Then comes Olaf s recital of the tragedy; and in the severe narrative one gees the first coming of
Harold and his departure, his return and his final going away, and the struggle of Cnut and Harold on the Devil
s Seat (like the more famous fighters in The Ring and the Book), when the Fair-Haired is flung...
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