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ENVIRONMENTAL INDEXES Indexing is a data interpretation tool
that involves expressing one or more quantitative measure
ments as part of a scale - for instance, a scale ranging from
poor to excellent. An environmental index might range, for
example, from 0 ( representing low risk of exposure ) to 100 (
representing a high exposure risk ). Or, instead of a health risk,
one or more environmental conditions might be represented ( e.
g. , dissolved oxygen levels as one indication of water quality ).
The development of an index often also involves establishing
weighting factors ( i. e. , giving the more important vari ables
more weight than less important variables ) as well as an
equation for combining all the rele vant data values into the
index scale. When you develop or use indexes, related...
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