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defending liberty and justice because they are right and true and unchanging for all people everywhere. No
nation owns these aspirations, and no nation is exempt from them. We have no intention of imposing our
culture. But America will always stand firm for the non-nego-tiable demands of human dignity: the rule of law,
limits on the power of the state, respect for women, private property, free speech, equal justice and religious
tolerance. Secretary Powell has been equally adamant in calling on our new partners to re-spect human rights
and democracy. At the release of our annual Human Rights Re-port he said: The United States welcomes the
help of any country or party that is genuinely prepared to work with us to eradicate terrorism. At the same
time, we will not relax our commitment to advancing the cause of human rights and democracy. For a world in
which men and women of every con-tinent, culture and creed, of every race, religion and region, can exercise
their fundamental freedoms is a world in which terrorism cannot thrive. But | think it is fair to say that the U. S.
commitment to human rights and democ-racy has become a bipartisan tradition that reflects not only U. S.
values, but also 50 years of international acceptance and support for the universality of human rights. That is
why | welcome this opportunity to testify before you today, and | look forward to continuing to work with this
Committee to promote human rights and democracy in this region. Specifically with regard to central Asia, |
will focus my remarks on our efforts to encourage and...
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