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chocolate - and even real eggs - went 'on the ration'. In spite of this the nation remained determined to
celebrate Christmas as a time of family and community; a time when war could be set aside, if only for a day.
Drawing upon personal recollections, contemporary Mass Observation reports, newspaper articles,
advertisements, and personal and archive photographs, Mike Brown looks at each wartime Christmas on the
British Home Front, from 1939 to 1944. He explores how people celebrated Christmas despite the problems of
shortages, rationing, the blackout, LuDwaAe raids and the absence of family members who had been called up
or evacuated. Life in Britain changed dramatically as the war progressed; the annual celebration of Christmas
provides fascinating yearly 'snapshots', illuminating the changes over six years of conflict.
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