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Like other totalitarian leaders, Adolf Hitler kept an iron grip on power in part by making sure nobody else could
attain too much of it, leading to purges of high-ranking oFicials in the Nazi party. Of these purges, the most
notorious was the Night of the Long Knives, a purge in the summer of 1934 that came about when Hitler
ordered the surprise executions of several dozen leaders of the SA. Nonetheless, for the most part Hitler enjoyed
great popularity among both the members of the Wehrmacht and ordinary Germans during his rule over the
Third Reich between 1934 and 1945. To many, he appeared to be the spirit of a revived, powerful Germany,
shaking oF the hardship and humiliation imprudently inflicted by the victorious western Allies at the end of
World War I. His strangely magnetic, ranting speeches struck a chord with millions, creating iron loyalty in
many of those who followed the commands of his dictatorship. From the very beginning, however, others held
a diFerent view of the newly constituted Third Reich s Fuhrer. Though the concept of tyrannicide remained so
foreign to German culture that the word only appeared in the national language aIer World War II, as the war
progressed and Germany s fortunes faltered, more individuals and groups plotted the death of Hitler. The
climax of these eForts took place on July 20th, 1944, but Hitler himself recognized his eminence and notoriety
as factors making him the target of assassination attempts years earlier. Though his...
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